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In August 2019 Wellcome carried out an online survey of African Neuroscientists that was publicised 
by SONA. We had 52 respondents from 13 African Nations – the majority from Nigeria. Here we 
summarise the responses from participants – for the avoidance of doubt, this is not a Wellcome 
position document. 
 
 
Strengths 
We asked about areas of strength in African Neuroscience. These were identified as: 

1. Behavioural Neuroscience 
2. Medicinal plans 
3. Neurotoxicity 
4. Histology 
5. Brain disease: degeneration, HIV-associated symptoms, Epilepsy, Parkinson’s & Stroke. 

 

 
 
Collaborations 
39% of respondents reported international collaborations within Africa which, interestly was lower 
than international collaborations with scientists based outside Africa (47%). International 
collaborations tended to be more disease-focused. 
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Challenges 
The principal challenges for African Neuroscience were identified as: 

1. Lack of modern scientific infrastructure and limited grant funding opportunities, as well as 
unreliable electricity supply and internet access. 

2. Lack of training opportunities for postgraduate and postdoctoral students. This limits access 
to modern methods. Mentoring support for early career structures was also noted as weak, 
and this contributes to a ‘brain drain’ of trained neuroscientists. 

3. There is limited money available for neuroscience research, and poor understanding by the 
public. Universities are not prioritising research time, and the systems for recognising 
research excellence are not good enough – so did not provide adequate incentives. 

4. Collaborations with Neuroscientists in African Universities and Industries are not well 
enough developed. 

 
 
Opportunities 

1. There is growing interest in the subject area among scientists, and the first few dedicated 
neuroscience courses at African Universities have started to emerge 

2. Facilitating intra-Africa collaborations will likely be beneficial – and facilitating networking 
between African institutions would help this. 

3. There are significant opportunities from African neuroscience research: 
a. Studying the neural bases of neurological- and infectious- disease prevalent in 

Africa (e.g., Ebola, malaria) 
b. Medicinal use of endemic plants 
c. Variety of animal models 
d. Epidemiological data on prevalence / incidence of brain disorders 
e. Genetic heterogeneity of African populations 

 
 
How can the profile of African Neuroscience be raised? 
• Showcasing African neuroscience research 
• Fee waivers for Journals to encourage submissions from the continent 
• Dedicated grant schemes to support equipment purchase / PI start up 
• Supporting research visits / exchanges 
• Local training and conferences to avoid need for travel grants and difficult visas 
• Funding targeted to African neuroscience 
• Enhancing mentorship (locally and remotely) 
• Funding networks across institutions to build collaborations 
• Increased public awareness: advocacy and engagement to raise the profile 
• Encouraging African foundations / philanthropists to increase available funding 
• Database of African neuroscientists with their specialisations and research interests 
• Creating dedicated Centres for Neuroscience 

 
 


